Music Guidelines
For the sake of unity and the God given authority of the church, “whatsoever ye bind on earth, will be bound in Heaven,” so long is it is in keeping with God’s Word.  
Rhythm is a part of music… that is not the issue.  Neither is drums (also used in the Messiah)… neither is guitar…lively beat or instrumental accompaniment, etc.  None of these are censored in the worship service.  Why this is so interpreted, I don’t quite understand…Moreover, no ‘application’ has been applied.
There are some poignant verses in the Bible and quotes from the SOP that settle questions in my mind.  Remember that the gift of prophecy is one of the gifts referred to in the preface of 1 Cor 1: 7, 10,11 as we are “waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ… Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.  For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.”  The purpose of these gifts is for unification.  With that said, prayerfully consider the following:
In the reading of Isa 14 and Eze 28:13, Lucifer was the music man in Heaven.  It does not surprise me that he would use music in a “rebellious” way since he lead the rebellion in Heaven.  

In Exodus 32: 8, 18,19 for worship, the people erected a golden calf, and there was the ‘noise of singing’ and dancing.  In Dan 3:5 again, in an act of ‘worship’ music was used to worship one other than the Most High God.  The whole atmosphere created, led to bowing. “The act of bowing to the image was understood by all to be an act of worship.” PK 507. What does this mean to me?  That music can be used in a rebellious way to worship in a manner that is not pleasing to God.  The great controversy has always been about worship.  Lucifer said that he could govern better than God and that he was deserving of worship…apart from self worship. Cain gave his best… what he thought was a good and acceptable gift of worship… “every man did what was right in his own eyes” BUT it was not what God asked.   
In the final generation, the First Angel’s message is over worshiping Him that created heaven and earth… Rev 14: 7.  Many cultures and music come from a heathen background.  God tells us to come out of Babylon, Rev 18:4 because he knows that it will lead to worshiping the beast and his image of the Third Angel’s message and we will be marked as belonging to Babylon.  Am I willing to be led out of Babylon?  Am I willing to learn what is ‘heathen’ or ‘strange’?  The sons of Levi, priests, decided to do things their way for the worship service, but it was ‘strange fire’ before the Lord and resulted in God’s executive judgment.  Would it be worshiping God to present myself in song and worship mimicking a punk rock idol?  Or with a Luciferian attitude of  “I’m the best… look at me?”  “Music was made to serve a holy purpose, to lift the thoughts to that which is pure, noble and elevating, and to awaken in the soul devotion and gratitude to God. What a contrast between the ancient custom and the uses to which music is now too often devoted. How many employ this gift to exalt self, instead of using it to glorify God? A love for music leads the unwary to unite with world-lovers in pleasure-gatherings where God has forbidden his children to go. Thus that which is a great blessing when rightly used, becomes one of the most successful agencies by which Satan allures the mind from duty and from the contemplation of eternal things.” {PH036 10.6 pamphlet, Guiding principles for the Young}.  “Music is often perverted to serve purposes of evil, and it thus becomes one of the most alluring agencies of temptation. But, rightly employed, it is a precious gift of God, designed to uplift the thoughts to high and noble themes, to inspire and elevate the soul.--Education, p. 167.  How could I wrongly employ music?
Even within each culture, there are lines, where, to cross, is strange to that culture.  For example, in the Black Adventist church, to sing and roll on the floor would be considered out of order!  We are free to worship anyway we want.  But does God have an ideal way He wants us to worship within each culture?  I say, yes.  What about operatic style singing?  “In some of our churches I have heard solos that were altogether unsuitable for the service of the Lord's house. The long-drawn-out notes and the peculiar sounds common in operatic singing are not pleasing to the angels. They delight to hear the simple songs of praise sung in a natural tone. The songs in which every word is uttered clearly, in a musical tone, are the songs that they join us in singing. They take up the refrain that is sung from the heart with the spirit and the understanding.”--Manuscript 91, 1903. {Ev 510.5}.  “But it is sometimes more difficult to discipline the singers and keep them in working order than to improve the habits of praying and exhorting. Many want to do things after their own style; they object to consultation, and are impatient under leadership.” 4T 71
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This diagram is trying to show that within each culture, there is God’s way of worship, and each culture has an extreme.  What about clapping, in Ps 47:10?  It means as much as it means in Ps 98:89 where the floods are to clap their hands; and Isa 55:12 where the trees are to clap.  It may also be used negatively as in Job 34:36,37 where there is clapping of rebellion; and Eze 25:6,7 where the people clapped against Israel, and were to be cut off and delivered over to the heathen!  In Strong’s Heb concordance,  caphaq Phonetic: saw-fak' Text:  or saphaq (1 Kings 20:10; Job 27:23; Isaiah 2:6) {saw-fak'}; a primitive root; to clap the hands (in token of compact, derision, grief, indignation, or punishment); by implication of satisfaction, to be enough; by implication of excess, to vomit: --clap, smite, strike, suffice, wallow; and macha' Phonetic: maw-khaw' 

Text:  a primitive root; to rub or strike the hands together (in exultation): --clap.  Simply put, exalt God and His Word in all we do, not necessarily literally, with a clapping of hands!
As for ‘lifting holy hands’ (1 Tim 2:8; Ps 134:2; Lam 3:41), it may not mean a literal lifting of hands when compared with verses such as found in Ps 24:4; and James 4:8 where hands is used to refer to a clean/pure heart coming before the Lord, with no malice towards a brother!  

And what about David “dancing” when the ark was en route, being brought back to its rightful place?  He simply whirled about… as a child would with glee… and take note, it was not done in a worship service!   “David's dancing in reverent joy before God has been cited by pleasure lovers in justification of the fashionable modern dance, but there is no ground for such an argument. In our day dancing is associated with folly and midnight reveling. Health and morals are sacrificed to pleasure. By the frequenters of the ballroom God is not an object of thought and reverence; prayer or the song of praise would be felt to be out of place in their assemblies. This test should be decisive. Amusements that have a tendency to weaken the love for sacred things and lessen our joy in the service of God are not to be sought by Christians. The music and dancing in joyful praise to God at the removal of the ark had not the faintest resemblance to the dissipation of modern dancing. The one tended to the remembrance of God and exalted His holy name. The other is a device of Satan to cause men to forget God and to dishonor Him.” {PP 707.2}
Do the words of a song give worship to our God?  That is another question that I ask myself.  Is the song nebulous about who the God is?  Is it bordering on New Age philosophy?  Are the words doctrinally sound?  A beautiful old song is the one with the lyrics, “and then I think of stepping on shore and finding it Heaven, of touching a hand and finding it God’s, of breathing new air and finding it celestial, of waking up in glory… and finding it home..”  Adventists believe that death is a sleep, but we believe that we will wake up on this earth at the last trump, not up in Heaven.
In Exodus 19: 5, 9, 10 before coming into the presence of the Lord, worship, in covenantal relationship, we see:

1) an attitude of obedience, 
2) a willingness to listen, and 
3) a sanctification process and even the washing of their clothes.  
The presentation of clothes was a symbol of submission and a reflection of the sanctification process in the life.   “Music is acceptable to God only when the heart is sanctified and made soft and holy by its facilities. But many who delight in music know nothing of making melody in their hearts to the Lord. Their heart is gone ‘after their idols.’ ”--Ev 512.  Would I sing for worship of God, versus worship of myself, in tight tops, mini- skirts, revealing necklines and waistlines, clothes hanging off my being, loud patterns or stockings, bedecked in jewelry (Jer 4:30; Eze 23:40; Hos 2:13, Rev 17:4 symbols of Babylon and harlotry), or idolizing some ‘star’ with guttural style and painted face?  Does this show a willingness to submit to God and be sanctified or would it be a Luciferian attitude of rebellion on my part?  ASV 1 Peter 3:3-4,  “Whose adorning let it not be the outward adorning of braiding the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on apparel;  but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.”
Yes, we come as we are… in terms of salvation… and acceptance with God… but this does not give license to worship as Eli’s sons in the house of God… whatever feels good.  I must show a willingness to be led of the Holy Spirit.  When Christ healed, He would add, go and sin no more.  We always seem to neglect the sanctification process.  “Music is acceptable to God only when the heart is sanctified and made soft and holy by its facilities.”  We are to nurture babes in Christ and encourage growth.  I must be willing to grow spiritually, and not crawl around with the babes in Christ.  Teach them to walk in God’s grace and by His power.  Has God used unsanctified religious music to draw some to Himself?  Absolutely… just as he used Saul, who was trying to kill David, to prophecy.  Is it His ideal?  No.  Is music God’s mode of evangelizing the world?  No!!!  His Word is truth… we are to teach all nations…
“Do not divest the truth of its dignity and impressiveness by preliminaries that are more after the order of the world than after the order of heaven. Let your hearers understand that you hold meetings, not to charm their senses with music and other things, but to preach the truth in all its solemnity, that it may come to them as a warning, arousing them from their deathlike sleep of self-indulgence. It is the naked truth that like a sharp, two-edged sword cuts both ways. It is this that will arouse those who are dead in trespasses and sins.”  {9T 142.4}

Music guidelines are… a ‘hedge’ for our worship service.   Is there room for interpretation?  Yes… but each cannot do what is “right in their own eyes.”  It is necessary to make a statement of philosophy and guidelines. Why?  Is it not to focus on, to Whom is worship being given?!  If God was trying to refine my taste in music, how would He let me know?  Am I willing to go through the Refiner’s fire?
One final question that I must ask myself… What does a church purified look like???  And what does it mean to have a ‘revival of primitive godliness?’ 
1 Cor 2:12-16.  “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.
Think on these things…

Worship With a Bedlam of Noise 

     It is impossible to estimate too largely the work that the Lord will accomplish through His proposed vessels in carrying out His mind and purpose. The things you have described as taking place in Indiana, the Lord has shown me would take place just before the close of probation. Every uncouth thing will be demonstrated. There will be shouting, with drums, music, and dancing. The senses of rational beings will become so confused that they cannot be trusted to make right decisions. And this is called the moving of the Holy Spirit.  {2SM 36.2}

     The Holy Spirit never reveals itself in such methods, in such a bedlam of noise. This is an invention of Satan to cover up his ingenious methods for making of none effect the pure, sincere, elevating, ennobling, sanctifying truth for this time. Better never have the worship of God blended with music than to use musical instruments to do the work which last January was represented to me would be brought into our camp meetings. The truth for this time needs nothing of this kind in its work of converting souls. A bedlam of noise shocks the senses and perverts that which if conducted aright might be a blessing. The powers of satanic agencies blend with the din and noise, to have a carnival, and this is termed the Holy Spirit's working.  {2SM 36.3}

     When the camp meeting is ended, the good which ought to have been done and which might have been done by the presentation of sacred truth is not accomplished. Those participating in the supposed revival receive impressions which lead them adrift. They cannot tell what they formerly knew regarding Bible principles.  {2SM 37.1}

     No encouragement should be given to this kind of worship. The same kind of influence came in after the passing of the time in 1844. The same kind of representations were made. Men became excited, and were worked by a power thought to be the power of God....  {2SM 37.2}
















